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The Guilt and Provocation of taking Eucon · 
ragement to Sin, from the Mercier of G O D. 


— 


SERMON 


Preach'd Now. 7. 17 I o. 


- * * #> # 
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JEREMIAH vii. ver. 10. lat. part. 
e are delivered to do all theſe Abo- 
| | 2614 ations.*-. 


F 


E ate met together at this time by 
the Command of our Pious Sove - 

reign, to render Thanks to the King 
of Kings, for the ſignal Mercies of the paſt Cam- 
paign, the Conqueſts and Victories with which 
he hath again favour'd our Righteous Arms: 
And how large a tribute of Gratitude is there 
due to Him, fot his aſtoniſhing Goodneſs, that 
even loads us with Bleſſings; notwithſtanding 
our bold Provocations, and our ſtupid Abuſes of 
paſt Favours. We ſeem to be fingled out like I/razt 
of old, as a People he will diſtinguiſh from the reſt 
of the Nations by his I with us, by 


— — 


* 


640 


carriage towards the Author of our Mercies, too 

like the behaviour of that ungrateful People? Have 

we not return'd Inſults and Provocations, for his 
unmerited and unexpected deliverances of Us, 

and ſurprizing appeatances of Power on our Be- 

half. And is it not too much the Language of 

our Behaviour, though we may not have the 
courage to utter it with our Mouths; that we 

have heretofore been ſav'd, and are now ſucceed- 

ed, to work all theſe Abominations, for which 

the Land mourns? ” 

AN it be amiſs therefore, as Things ſtand, 

* Deut. 9. * to tempex out Joy on this Occaſion, with juſt, 
5,% reflection on our Guilt and Provocation ? Will 
not the reliſh of the_Merey- be the ſwegter, the 


more juſt Senſe we have of our own Unworthi- 


neſs ? Shall not we be in a better diſpofirion td 
| Pſalm 29. return unto G OD the Praiſe + due to bis Name? 
8 Or will, any other coutſe prevent:the Wrath we 
1 Fer. 15. have deſerv'd, that is not to be|| avoided, with- 


9. out ſincerè and thorough Repentance, thougbi it 


may be for ſome time defer'd. 
1 A M ſure, however anſuitablè this may be to 
Men, who: meaſure all their Joys by Sefife, how- 
ver bitter a mixture it may make with their car- 
nal Satisfactions, tis every way conſiſtett with 
* fal. 125 à ſober and Chriſtian Joy in God, and * natural - 
55 6. ly tends to feed and promote it. 


9 . 


BEAR with me therefore in ſetting the Text 
read, at the head of a Diſcourſe, on ſuch a Day 


as this, and allow me in ſome juſt Reflections on 


the Words, for affiſting you in the Duties of it. 


I am perſwaded that before we have done you 
will eſteem the Words ſyitable, and the Diſ- 


courſe fitting to this Seaſon of our Solemnities. 


IF we look back on ſome of the foregoing: 


Words, 


his peculiar Protection and Bounty. And is not our 


„ „e neee e 


4T Wain 


Words, we hall find theſe Zews. to have exult- 
ed mightily upon their external Priviledges, and 
their having the Temple of GODramong them: | v. 4 
The Prophet however rebukes their vain Confi« 
dence, aſſuring them that nothing but thorough 
Amendment, wauld ſecure even [theſe external 
Priviledges. And if we look further into the 
Chapter, we may obſerve him daſhing their Con- 
fidence to the laſt degree, with the higheſt ex- 
preſſions of Divine diſpleaſure. They are aſſurd 
that * themſelves and the Temple ſhould be de- u. 74. 
ſtroyed together, and the Prophet is f forbidden t᷑ v. 16. 
to intercede for them, for that GOD wonld 
not hear: his Prayers. Now our Text, and the 
Verſe preceding it, aſſigns the Reaſons of this 
diſpleaſure, They did Steal, Murther, burn In: 
cenſe to Baal, Oc. and then come into the Pre. 
ſence of GOD in this Temple, and ſay that they 
were deliwered to do all theſe Abominationt. 
80 that the: meaning of the Text is, that they 
did encourage themſelves in the moſt provoking 
Sins agaioſt G O D; by his Mercies to them, and 
the relation to Himſelf into which he had taken 
them: And as it ſtands related to the Context, 
it naturally offers this Truth to our Conſidera- 
erf * Sn 00D. Aa 
THAT # + ing to „or a 
People to — ond in Sin by his Good- 
neſs, and what he will ſome time or otber repay 
with a ſevere Vengeance. Which is the Theme: 
we deſign at preſent to handle in the following 
Method. b ' 
 Erft, WE will enquire when a People may be I. 
ſaid, to encourage themſelves in Sin by the good 
neſs of GOD. | W {21 
Secondly, S HEW you for what\Reaſons this ll. 
Behaviour 25 /o provoking to G O.D. AR 
| A 3 Laſth, 


(63 
- Laſtly, Apply it to the Occaſion. 


Firft, LET vs enquire when a People may be 


ſaid, to encourage themſelves in Sin by the 
oodneſs of GOD. Now under this Head we 

(hall confider what is a diref Encouragement of 

themfelves, and what may be reduc'd to it by 

way of 7u —ů— | 

. -Firft, PERSONS directiy encourage themfelves 

in Sin, by the goodneſs of GO D, in Tas Inſtances. 


Fit, When they argue themſelves into a delay 


of their Repentance, from the Mercy and Goods 


- 'ncſs of GOD. Whether this goodneſs be ex- 


t Rom.6.1. 


preſt in perſonal Favours, or thoſe they have in 
common with others; in uſual and ordinary In- 
ſtances, or ſuch as are fingular and diftinguiſh- 
ing: That this is a direct encouragement of them- 


ſelves in Sin, is obvious. For a Perſon to argue 


himſelf into a delay of Repentance, is to argue 
himſelf into a continuance in Sin. For what is 
Repentance, but the || breaking off a finful Courſe, 
preceded with that horror for Sin, and that 
thankful Admiration of redeeming Grace, as un- 
der the influence of the Divine Spirit, produces 
the moſt ſteddy reſolutions to forſake it > Who- 
ever therefore, makes. uſe of the Mercies of 
GOD, to argue himſelf into a delay of his Re- 


pentance, takes encouragement-from thoſe Mer- 


cies to fin againſt G OD. 

AND yet how common a Practice is this? 
How many take this very encouragement from the 
Dedrine of the Goſpel, and + argue themſelves 
into a continuance in Sin, becauſe of the abun« 
dant Grace therein diſplay'd, or that there may 
be a greater ſcope for pardoning Mercy? And 
too many perſwade themſelves they are the fa- 
vourites of Heaven, upon account of the con- 
mon and promiſcuous Bleſſings of a 

| owe 
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ſtowed upon them, and ſo bearten and encou- 


rage themſelves in their Sin againſt GOD, and 


the moſt difingenuous carriage towards him, 
by his very Mercy and Indulgence. Some im- 

ove in finful-obſtinacy -upon the removal of 
Fad ments, as did * Pharaoh, who encouraged 
himſelf to oppreſs the Iſraelites afreſh, upon e- 
very removal of the Plague. 

Secondly, T HEN Perſons directly encourage 
themſelves in Sin by the Mercies of God, when 
they flir up themſelves by theſe Mercies, to be- 
come more vile and wicked: Either by multiplying 
their Crimes, or by growing more raging and 
refraftory in Sin. 

Firſt, IF they ſtir themſelves up by Divine 
Favours, to multiply their Offences, As if, for 
Inſtance, from the external Peace and Fulneſs 
they enjoy; they ſhall bid defiance to the threat- 
ned Vengeance of the Almighty, and || ſay in 
their Hearts they ſhall have Peace, though — 
walk in the Imagination of their Hearts, and add 


* Exod. 9. 
34+ 


2. 


Deut. 294 
IH = 


Drunkenneſs to Thirſt, or Luxury to Oppreſfion. - 


on themſelves, and venture upon Things prohi- 
bited, whenever Temptations offer, or urge. 
How frequently do corrupt Inclinations prompt 


Throw off all modeſty in Sin, keep no guard up- 


wicked Men to make this uſe of Divine Favours? 


How often do they from the bounty of Provi- 
dence, enriching them with a full Eſtate, encou- 
rage themſelves in Riot and Luxury ? How often 
from an acceſſion of Power, do they conceit 
themſelves priviledg'd to oppreſs their Neigh- 
bours, and do Violence to them; And entertain a 
fond Imagination that the reſt of Mankind were 
made only to be Beaſts of Burthen for them, to 
inſult and abuſe at their Pleaſure? And in other 
ſtances, Perſons argue as wildly from the bonn 
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Luke 13. 
25, 26, 27. 


+ Pſal. 73. 
8, 9. 


* Pſal. 13. 
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ties of Providence, and ſo directly 22 
themſelves to Sin, by the goodneſs of G0 D. 
And I am apt to think, twas a too common de- 
lufion among the aelites of old, that becauſe 
they were the People of GOD, he would be 
more favourable to their Crimes, than to thoſe 
of other Men. And we have heard in our Days 
of ſome, that have imagin'd that the more wick- 
ed they were, the more would the rich Grace of 
Chriſt be magnified by their Pardon. And I be- 
lieve, tis too common for Perſons to take San- 
Ctuary in a particular Church, againſt the guil- 
ty upbraidings of Conſcience, and take encou- 
ragement from that relation, to multiply their 
Crimes. Nor is it to be wonder'd at, when 
our || Lord tells us, ſome will have the Confi- 
dence to plead their Eating and Drinking in bis 
Preſence, even at the great Day, whom yet he 
will diſown as workers of Iniquity. | 

Secondly, THEY direfly encourage them- 
ſelves in Sin by the Mercies of G OD, when they 


flir themſelves up by them to be more raging and 


refractory in their Sins: Not only to multiply 
their Sins, but to rage iu the Commiſhon of 
them, and become reſolv'd againſt amendment. 
And think their Wealth or Power a ſecurity a- 
gainft faithful Reproof, and themſelves autho- 
riz' d to Perſecute and deſtroy thoſe that would 
remonſtrant againſt their Wickeneſs, or diſſwade 
them from it; and are ready to imagine them 
{ſelves out of the reach of all Human or Divine 
Obligations, and ſo become preſumpruons in their 
Crimes. i ſpeak Lofrily, ſet thiir Mouth againſt 
Heaven, and let their Tongue run through the 
Earth, and are ready to ſay in the Pride of their 
Hearts, * who is Lord over ws. Certain *tis that 
many do argue themſelves into this Pride hn 

io 
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nd reckon the diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of GO D, 
urhorizes their Wickedneſs, or at leaſt indul- 
"Wes them a Licence to fin at any Rate. And 
hat this is a direct encouragement of themſelves 
n Sin, taken from rhe goodneſs of GO D, needs 


of his Bounties in his Face, and the moſt dire 
inſult that can be offer d Him. But, 


may be reduc'd to this Head by juſt Interpretation. 
And here, 

Firft, PERSONS may be juft/y ſaid to en- 
courage themſelves in Sin by the Mercies of 
GOD, when they drop him out of their Thoughts, 
and forget his Intereſt in their Bleſſings; whe- 
ther this he done out of meer beedleſneſs, or from 
5% 4 Iarlinat ion to aſcribe the Mercies to tbemſelves, 
he |S if they were the Authors of their own Bleſſings. 

Erft, IF from meer beedleſneſs they take no 
notice of the Original from whence they flow. 


1% | gave ber Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, and multipli- 
ly ed her Silver and Gold, which they prepared for 
Baal. Their Minds were ſo intent upon the 


ne for all theſe Bleſfings. 


id » 


jolence, by the Bounties confer'd upon them, 


o Argument to prove. *Tis indeed a nate 


Secondly, W E are to conſider what Behaviour 


This was a Behaviour charg'd upon ſinful 1/rae/ | 
of old, | She- did not know, or conſider, that II AI. a. 8: 


nt. ¶ Mercics themſelves; their Senſes and Fancies ſo 
delighted 'with them, and their very Souls fo 
I ſwallowed up with the meer ſenſual Fruition, 
a | that they never once lifted up their Eyes towards 
the Glorious Author of them, nor ſeriouſly be- 
thought themſelves ro whom they ſtood oblig'd 


BUT now ſuch a ſtupid neglect as this, muſt 
1 have a mighty influence towards Mens encou- 
= raging themſelves in Sin, to their deferring Re- 
r pentance, and their * in — 

; = or 
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10) 
For where the Author of N is dropt 


out of our Minds, there no awe of him 
ro reſtrain, from. Sin, or. from the abuſe of the 
Bleſſings beſtom d; where be is. forgotten, there 
can be no. regard paid to his Authority, no dread 
of his Juſtice, or revenging Power, In this caſe 
there fore, Perſonꝭ will be left to the Conduct of de- 


 prav'dAppetites,fan'd and entag d by the very Mer - 


cies beſtow'd; and whether will they not he barn a- 
way, by this impetuous Torrent. The Conſequence 
is almoſt. neceſſary, I am ſure tis very, natural, 
that they ſhould become faſter ſlaves to Sin, that 
they ſhould break out into new inſtances of Pro- 
vocation, and become more raging and refractory 
in their Sins. But this Encouragement is greater. 

Secondly, WHEN Perſons, are inclin d to a- 
ſcribe theſe favours to themſelves. When Pride 


flatter'd by their Proſperity and Succeſſes, 


prompts them to think themſelves the Authors of 
the Bleſſings they enjoy: That heir own Wiſdom 
and Skill procur d the favourable Eſtate they find 
themſelves in, acquir'd the Wealth and Honour 
they enjoy, or their Power work d out deliverance. 
and Salvation for them, and fo to aſcribe their 
Victories and Succeſſes to themſelves, This not 
only wrongs God by neg/et?, and detaining his 
due from him, but robs him of his Honour, by a 
direct a& of Violence: Tis an Invaſion of his Pre- 
rogative, by aſſuming that Honour to ourſelves, 
that is due alone to him. Yet how apt is our na- 
tural Pride, eſpecially when enflam d by Succeſſes, 
to prompt ſuch extravagant Thoughts as theſe? 
How apt are we to || Sacrifice to our own Net, and 
offer Incenſe. to our own Drag? When, we are 
wholly indgbred to the bounty of Heaven for our 
Enjoyments. 1/rae! had a caution given them 


hererofore, by a dying Prophet and Commander, 


againſt 


«© a 


x = 22 00 3 


inſt this too ue Tis + Heb are leah Deut. g. 

when hon haſt taten and art Full, ard h @ bal 1 * 

gau Houſes; and when - HA and aby Gold," 

tby Flocks 477 thike Herds are multzpli 30 1 en 

thine Heart be lifted ap, and thou forget the Lord 

thy 917 and Jo in hine Heart, my. Power and 

180 might of mM 115 fy otten we this Welk. 

Abundance of the 04 Thing s of Life, parurdl 

ly bloats the proud Her of N Man, and not only 

pre 125 him to ſwell and exalt himſelf above 
Ihbout, but to forget, and indeed * deny * Prov. 30. 

* Debt and Gbli igations to his Maker. . 

NOW this muſt give greater Encouragement 0 

Sin, than the meer eee mentioned under 

the foregoing Head. This is not only 15 orgetting 

GOD, but inſulting him; not only with-holding 

his due, but claiming it 14 our ſelves. An 

the proud Man who can aſſume t 4 to himfelf, 

which is the undeſerved 1 ſſue and Produtt of the 

Divine Bounty, can eahily perſwade himſelf to 


drop all regard to Diving, Luthority and Com- 
mand, and allow himſelf in the moſt flagrant 


| Violations of the Laws of Heaven, whenever, In- 


tereſt or Inclination may urge him on. 90 that 
Impenirence in Sin, and even boldneſs in this Im- 


penitence, ſeem to be the natural reſylr of ſuch 


a prove, Aſſumption of Divine Honours, and pro- 
fane diſclaiming of our Debt and Obligations to 
him. And I think no more needs be ſaid th 
prove, that ſuch as act at this Rate, ma 1 ult- 
ly accounted to rake Encouragement to rom 
the goodneſs and favour of G OD. . Bur: 

Secondly, MEN, may by juſt Interpretation 4 - 
be ſaid, ro encourage themſelves in Sin from the 
goodneſs of GOD, when zbey ſe bis Mercies 

as fuel to their Luſts. As if for Ioſtance,”wnen 
G QDs pleaſed to give them a full E 
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of the Mercies of Life, they ſhould make uſe of 


them to gratify the Fleſh, and enrage ſenſuab 

[ Luke 12. Appetites, and to || Eat, Drink and be Merry, 
_— upon a Stock that will loft ſome Tears, with an 
entire neglect of the Things of a better Life: Or 

make uſe of the fulneſs of rheir outward Condi- 

tion to flaticr their own Pride and Vanity, and 

ſo become imperious and oppreſſive in their Tem- 

per and Carriage towards their fellow Creatures, 

and grow up at laſt to a Contempt of GOD, as 

+ Exod- 5. F Pharaoh did: Or whatever other Method Men 
2. may take to gratifie their ſinful Inclinations in, on 
occaſion of the full enjoy ment of the good Things 

of Lite. This by 72ſt Interpretation is an encou- 

raging themſelves to Sin, by the Goodneſs and 
Mercy of GOD to them. 5 8 

FOR *tis certain that by this Means they be- 


come more ſinful in their Temper and Frame, 


and in the Conduct of Life. Sin improves by 

their abuſes of a Proſperous Eſtate; and the more 

they are oblig'd by the Bounty and Kindneſs of 

G OD, the more hearty and reſolv'd Slaves do 

they become of Luſt and Sin. This is the cer- 

tain effect, tho' they may not attend to this in- 

fluence of their Enjoy ments upon their Temper 

— and Carriage, nor have any deliberate defign 
form'd thus to abuſe them. Bur they ſhould 

+ Dent, 27+ have the quite contrary + Influence, and prompt 
47,4% an holy Joy in G OD, and concern to pleaſe him; 
| and for the negleQt of this, the abuſe may be 
juſtly charg'd upon them, as an encouraging them- 

ſelves in Sin by the Kindneſs and Favour of GO D. 

YET how common a miſcarriage is this, and 
indeed univerſal, till Men are brought by faith 
to lock above ſenſible Enjoy ments, and duly to 
value, and ſeriouſly purſue after ſubſtantial and 

Eternal Riches and Pleaſures, Hence the _ 
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Min tells vs, the * Proſperity of the Wicked it“ Prov, x; 
ruinows totbem ; and who among the beſt of Men 32. 

is able to bear as he ought, the ſtock of 2 proſpe- 

rous Eſtate. The wiſe || Agar deprecates it, be- I Prov. 30. 
cauſe he doubted whether he ſhould be able to? 

reſiſt the Temptations of it. And this gave oc- 

caſion to Moſes, to caution the I/rae/ites lo fre- 
quently, when he was about to leave them, leaſt 

a peaceful and happy ſettlement in the Land of 

Canaan, ſhould tempt them to forget GO D, and 

feed tlteit own Luſt and Vanity, by the Bleſſings 

he ſhould beſtow upon them. For the ſamę rea- 

ſon the + P/almiſt advices, that when Riches en: + Pal. 62. 
creaſe, the Heart ſhould not be ſet upon them. 19. 
And in another * Pſalm we have a full account * pat, z. 
of the natural influence of a proſperous Eſtate, s—12. 
upon Men ynder the Dominion and Power of Sin. 


| Thirdly, WHEN Men upon their Proſpzrity 3. 


and Succeſſes, become wholly regardleſs of the 
Fudgments of GO D, they may be ſaid by juſt In- 
terpretation, to encourage themſelves in Sin, by 
the goodneſs of & OD. When they heed not 
the Judgments of GO D upon others, nor fear 
thoſe which hemſetpes have deſerv'd. When 
they have no|| Sympathies with thoſe who ſultex I Ames & 
the terrors and rebukes of Providence, nor ſeem ©" 
T apprehenfive how near they are to the fame f Jer. 3.8. 
State; but * put far away the Evil Day, and » An. 6. 3. 
would fondly perſwade themſelves, they are out 
of the reach of (3 O D's puniſhing Juſtice, and 
ſafe from the ſtroke of his Hand. + David tells 3 P/at. 36: 
vs, that in his Proſperity he was too apt to con- $7 
lude, bis Mountain ſo flrong that it could not be 
oed. No wonder then, that | Babylon, when | /. 47. 

Ihe had made herſelf drunk with the Pleaſures 7, 8. 
df a proſperous Eſtate, ſhould ſay in her Heart 1 
vall be a Lady forever, that ſhe was, and there 
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cas none beſide her; that fhe ſhould not be a Wh: 1 


11/4. 47.9. the Prophet threatens proud + Babylon, that the 


1 
dow, or know the loſs of Children, without regard! 
ing the Fudgments of GOD, even on his o/ 
People. Tis a very eaſy tranſition from pamper al a 
Luſt, to a thoughtleſs contempt of Divine judge. 
ments, and ſo to raging Impenitency. Men! 
fondly imagining that theit pręſent Peace ſhall « 
be ruffled with no diſaſtrous Events, nor their 
Proſperity ever ſee a Period. Sinful Man is na- 
turally * Proud, and outward Alfluente and Suc- I! 
ceſſes, heighten the Diſtemper; and tis no wonder 
if ſuch a fondneſs for himſelf ſhould ſuggeſt Calmy | 

1 

K 


and Peaceful Thoughts, when every external cit-| 1 


cumſtance correſponds with this ſelf. conceit, and 
ſooths him up in his good Opinion: So that t 
the } Apoſtle fitly tells us, ſome Men are never 
nearer to ruin, than when they pleaſe them. 
ſelves with a Dream of Peace. And therefore 


Evils ſhe leaſt dreaded, which ſhe had moſt con» 
fidently removed from her, wou'd in one Day 
come upon her, via. Widowhood, and the Loſs 
of Children. | | 

B UT now *tis notorious, that when the Bleſ- 
fings of GO D are mate uſe of, to render the 
Mind regardleſs of his Judgments, in the man: 
ner we have been mentioning; Men may juſtly 
be accounted to encourage themſelves in Jin, by 
theſe very Favours and Bleſſings. Such a diſte- 
gard to the Judgments of GOD will naturally 
take off the reſtraint from corrupt Inclinatiag, 
which will therefore exert itſelf, and hurry. the 
Man on to all thoſe Vices, to which Temptati 
ons urge or invite. 

Laſtly, LET me add pertinently to the Occa 
fron of the Day, that Men may juſtly be account: 
ed to encourage themſelves in Sin by the good: 
nel 
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nefs. of GO D, when they rake occaſion from a 
Day of Thankſgiving, to run into brutiſh Exceſ- 
ſes, When they reckon themſel ves authoriz d to 
act the Beaſt, as a. Teſtimony ob their Joy and 
Gratitude: As if it were fit employment on a 
Day of Solemn Thankſgiving to GOD, to put 
off the very Man, to enrage our Luſts by immo- 
derate gratiſications, to drown our Reaſon, tire 
our very Appetites, and debauch ourſelves. A- 
las! Nothing can be more unnatural, or oppo- 
ite to the purpoſes of ſuch a Day, than this Be- 
haviour. A true and acceptable Joy in GOD 


is ever temper d with: a 1 Religious Fear. But + pſal. 2. 


tis the tranſport of a Beaſt, or ſomewhat worſe, 11. 
to give the Reins to Appetite-or Fancy, and de- 
bauch the Taſte, or the Mind with Pleaſures, 


chat will vaniſh in the very interval of Enjoyment, 


and leave nothing behind, but a /ic&Stomach, a 
diſorder'd Head, and an heavy and grieved Heart, 
when the Man comes to look back calmly on 
what he has been doing. The Practice might 
ſuit well enough indeed with a Feſtival Solem- 


Inity of the Heathen GO D Bacchas; but tis 
monſtrous as well as wicked, on a Day devoted 


to any purpoſes of true Religion, and can never 


be reconcild with that Joy in GO D, or Grati- 


tude to him, which the Chriſtian pays for his 


— This is made up of a due acknow- 


edgment of thoſe Glorious Perfections of his, 
that are diſplay'd in his Providence, and an holy 


Japplauding of them, temperd with Religious 


eneration. + In a Word, true Thankfulneſs to 


| Hab never looſes fight of the Man's own un- 


worthineſs, nor overlooks the Glorious Excel- 
lencies of that Being to whom he ſtands oblig d, 
never paſſes the bounds of Sobriety, or the ſeve- 


4 relt Reaſon, . Whenever our Joy hurries us be- 


yond 
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T7 yond this, it ＋ into /infu! Pleaſute;" 


diſpleaſing to G0 D, degrading to us. And 
whenever Perſons make this perverſe uſe of a Day 
of Solemn Joy, they may july be ſaid to encou¹-. 
rage themſelves in Sin by the Mercies of G O D. 
Nay, they they go farther, and encourage them - 
ſelves to Sin, by a pretence of paying Thanks to 
him, and therefore of performing one of the moſt 
Solemn and Delightful Duties of Religion. And 
come up the more direQly to the caſe of our 
Text, where the [/rael:ites are ſaid to come * 
GOD, into the Houſe called by bis Name, and there 
to ſay we are delivered to do all theſe Abominations, 
NOT but that a ſober meaſure of Delight, 
may be taken in the common Bounties of Proxi- 
dence, upon ſuch an Occaſion. And People may 
expreſs a common Joy, as well as what is truly . 
Religious, but it muſt be remper'd with the Fear 


of GOD, and a concern not to diſpleaſe him by - 
Exceſs therein. And if it degenerates into more 
frothy or ſenſual SatisfaQtions, tis a downright 
affront to him, whom we pretend to Praiſe, and 
muſt be accounted by him, as an encouraging our 
ſelves to Sin by the Bleſſings confer'd upon us. 
'Tis indeed a too open declaration, that we e- 
ſteem ourſelves authoriz d by the Mercies of 
GOD, to affront him, and abuſe ourſelves, which 
Rum. 12. is the moſt wicked || perver/ion of his Kindneſſes 
_ that can be imagin'd. And thus much in anſwer - 
to our firſt Enquiry. - We proceed now, 
2. + Secondly, IT O ſhew for what Reaſon this Be- 
ha viour muſt be ſ% provoking to GOD. Thar 
*tis highly diſpleaſing to him, is plain from what 


t 13,14. v. f fo/lows our Text. That it is fit it ſhould be ſo, 


and what we have juſt Reaſon to expect, might 

be made to appear by various Reaſons. We have 

only time to inſtance in the vile Ingratitude of it, 
7 =k which 
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ſtances. As,. 


our and Bount ies of Providence. They 


are entirely thrown away and loſt upon thoſe; who - 


make ſuch a Return. It is certain that they could 
never de originally intended to invite Affronts. No 
wiſe Man enn be imagin'd to beſtow his Favouts, 
out of a deſigu to encoutage thoſe who partake of 
his Bounty, to flie in his Face. Nor can that be 
accounted the defign of the moſt wiſe G O D, that 
is not fit to be imputed to a prudent Man. The 
Mar therefore that takes Encouragement to Sin 
from the Mercies of GOD, muſt in the ſoſteſt 
Senſe be ſaid to make toaſte of them, becauſe none 
of the valuable Ends for which they are given, 
caq be anfiver'd by his Conduct: They are left up- 
on fach à Perfon, and turn to no good Account. 
AN D isit not manifeft Ingratitude to our kind- 
eſt Bene factor to fling away his Bleſſings, without 
making any acknowledgments to him, ot having 
any regard to our Obligations. Could we ourſelves 
eaſily endure ſuch a carriage in our fellow Crea- 
tures, or avoid reſenting it, when we ſee th 
have no taſte of the Favours we beſtow? No Senfe 
of rheir Obligations, nor any concern to anſwer 
our Kind Purpoſes in the ations? And tho? 
the Blefſed G OD be infmitely more patient than 
we can be, and is whotly void of all grieving Paſ- 


| fion, yet is it not manifeftly decent and congruout 


to all dur Jaſt Notions of his Nature and Perfecti- 
ons, to think that he ſhould be difpleas'd with ſuch 
2 Behaviour, and reſent this waſte of his unde. 
ſervd Beneficence, - Nay, wou'd he act in a man- 
ner becoming the Awful Ruler of the World, if 
he did nor teſent fuck a treatment of himſelf, and 
fignific diſp 
gtin. -- 


"i Secondly, 


labour to make ont in a few In- * 
1 705 T HI s conduct makes 2 downright waſt of 
k 


leaſure for ſuch vile Ingratitude? A. 


[= 


5 (a8) 
2. © Secondly, THIS, Behaviour not only make 
waſle of the Mercies of GOD, by anſwering 
none of the Ends they ſhould ſerve, but perverts 
them to. a quite contrary Purpoſe: Turns them 3 
gainſt G O D himſelf. For hereby theſe very Mex: 
cies ate made an.occafion of affronting GO , 
and injuring and grieving him who bath laid us 
under fuch Obligations. And can any thing be.more 
monſtrouſly diſingenuous than this, or argue 2 
more rancorous and envenom'd Temper? Have not 
the moſt hoſtile Inclinations and Reſolutions been 
vanquiſh'd, the moſt rugged Spirits been melted 
down, and the moſt raging Paſſions calm'd, by 
the ſoftning power of kind and gentle uſage, and 
inſtances of undeſerved Favour and Beneficence. 
How implacable muſt that Spirit then be, that 
converts even theſe into Poi ſon, and flings back 
the Favours heſtowꝰ'd in the face of the BenefaQor ? 
Is not this a fignification of the higheſt degtes of 
mutual Enmity, and Averſion between Men, thus] 
ſpitefully to reje& each others Kindneſſes, and 
make this vile and provoking Return? Does it 
not naturally expreſs a diſtance that will admit 
of no treaty, that is utterly abhorrent from the 
leaſt good Temper, or thought of mutual Recon- 
ciliation? Or can any other face be put upon it in 
the particular Caſe, now under Conſideration? 
Does it not on our part, ſignify, utter averſions 
from all Friendſhip with our Glorious Maker, 
and that we do indeed hate to be oblig'd by him? 
And what but the moſt inveterate Enmity can 
prompt to ſuch a ConduQt? Or what can be more 
wickedly ungrateful, than to cheriſh and heighten 
our Enmity againſt GOD, by thoſe inſtances of 
Kindneſs, that ſhould melt us into friendſhip and 
Love, to the moſt free, conſtant and Glorious Be- 
nefactor? And isit not fit for ſo Glorious a Being to 
. reſent theſe inſults, and ſhew himſelf diſpleag'd ar 
be thoſe, 
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thoſe, that ſcorn and hate to be oblig d by him, 

and tho' they receive his Favours, make no other 

| uſe of them, than to diſhonour and diſoblige him. 
Eſpecially if we add, vx fed 1 
Thirdly, TH AT this Behaviour (ſpeaking after 


the manner of Men) fruſtrates the kind purpoſes os 


of GO D upon themſelves, and that by preventing 
and hindring the- natural Effe& of ſuch Bleſſings, 


upon well diſpoſed Minds. he | Apoſtle informs Rom 2: 45 


us that the goodneſs of GO D leadeth to Repentance, 
invites, urges to it. This is its natural Influence 
upon a Mind not poiſon'd with Sin, nor prepoſſeſt 
with Enmity againſt GOD. And ſeeing this 
wou'd be the certain effect, according to the moſt 
natural ſtate of Things, G O D may be fitly ſaid 
to intend ſuch purpoſes as the Things he doth, arg 
fitted to attain ; and therefore to deſign the Re- 
pentance or Amendment of thoſe, whom he doth 
oblige by his Bounty, to melt and ſoften their 
Minds, becauſe this is the moſt natural rendency 
and influence of his Mercy and Kindneſs, Tis a 
plain fignification how much it would be to their 
advantage to have ſuch a Maſter, who is even 
pleas'd to oblige rebellious Subjects. He can pro- 
poſe no benefit or eee to himſelf, by their 
return to their Duty. Their moſt provoking 
Crimes (tho? they wrong and injure him) can do 
him no real harm, nor pain or grieve his infinitely 
happy Mind. Nor is his Felicity or Bleſs to be 
improved by the loudeſt and moſt applauding Hal- 
. of Angels. The Mercies confer'd by him 
on finful Men, can therefore by promoting their Re- 
url intend nothing but their own greateſt 
_ 
6 NOW is it not moſt unaccountable and per- 
verſe ingratitude, for Men not only to affront the 


kindeſt Benefactor by an abuſe of his Favours, but 


directly to oppoſe their * good and advantage 


2 63 


7 


a ww. 


11, 


by this abuſe? And is it fit  ſych. a difingenuo 
Behaviour ſnould be paſt over by the great G O 


Ceo) 


D 


without ſevere reſentment 2 What ! For Creatures 
to fly in the Face of their Sovereign Lord, that 
loads them with undeſerved Bleffings, and that on 
urpoſe to melt their Hearts, and . prepare them 
or farther and greater inſtances of Kindneſs; to 
mould their Spirits by the kindly influence of com- 
mon Mercies, into a meetneſs for peculiar Kind - 
neſſes, and the moſt endearing and delighful Inti- 
timacies with him? Are wretches ſo ſtupidly re- 
gardleſs of their ot Intereſts, fo inſenſible of Di- 
vine Obligations, fit to have abuſed Mercies con- 
tinued to them, or renewed upon them? ls it not 
moſt fit that anger and revenge exaſperated b 
their contempt ofthe goodneſs and favour of GO 
ſhou d rouſe them out of their ſtupidity, and give 
them a Ju Senſe of their borrid Ingratirude? 
AND here I would obſerve to give this Argu- 
ment the greater Force, that the Ingratitude mu 
be criminal, in proportion to the Mercies receiv'd. 
If they are unmerited, if they are /ignal and di- 
Hingulſbing, if they are unexpefed and ſurprizing, 


if they are continued for a long tract of Time. or 


renewed and repeated after manifold Abuſes of 
them? All theſe Circumſtances give an accent to 
the Ingratitude, render it more faulty in itſelf, and 
more affronting to GO. Juv 
AND now let us procced in the _ 

Third and laſt Place, TO App/y.what hath been 
faid to the Occaſion. We are call'd together by Di. 
vine Providence, and the command of our Sove- 
reign, to celebrate the goodneſs of GO D to us in 
the Succeſſes of the paſt Campaigne, which have 
been Signal and Diſtinguiſhing. Several mighty 
Fortrefles have been taken, the Armies of our Ens- 
mies more than once yanquiſh'd in Battle, and their 

orce broken, and our Vicorious Armies have pe- 
WWW 
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netrated far into a Kingdom, deſerted by the cor- 
goers Enemy, The Lord of Hotls hath not yet 
forſaken our Cauſe, nor is he gone over to out E- 
nemies: But they are rebuk d with freth defeats, 
and we are favoutd with a long, unbroken Series 
of Viftorigs and Triumphs. A return of Love and 
Thankfuloeſs, and Praiſe, is what GOD expects 
from us. And to pay ſomewhat of this great Debr, 
are we aſſembled together. Nor ſhall we be juſt 
to the giver of our Bleſſings, if we do not rejoice 
at tbe remembrance of his good neſa. Nor would I 
give the leaſt check to the Exerciſe or Expreſſions 
Tt Wh 8 

BUT it can be no rebuke to our Joy, but a ne- 
ceſſary preparative for it, ſeriouſſy to enquire whe- 


ther we are in any Di/paſit ion to pay this Tribute. 


Certain tis, that every frame of Spirit will not 


Tuit this Work of Praiſe, Tis E come/y indeed for * Faul. 33. 


the Upright , it flows naturally from them, and is 1. 


decent and agrezable to their Temper, and their 


State. They ate ſenſible of their Obligations to 
their G O D, and diſpos'd heartily to acknowledge 
bis Bounty and Kindneſs, and apply his Mercies 
to their fit uſe, But it is a too common fault for 
Men, to abuſe the Kindneſs of their Maker, and 
encourage themſelves in Sin by his Bleflings and 
Beneficence. And would to GOD there were not 
too plain, and general indications of ſuch a Di- 
ſtemper among the Inhabitants of our Land! But 
alas, they offer themſelves ſo eafily to Obſervati- 
on, that tis a vain Thing to attempt to hide our 
ſhame, or indeed to diſguiſe it. And tis a Thing 
to be wiſhed indeed, but hardly to be expected, 
that ſuch a Day as this ſhov'd heal our Malady, 
withour encteaſing our Guilt. £ a 
Do not ſome of all Ranks among us partake 
of the guilt, and ſtand chargeable with the Sin in 
our Text? Do not too many direct greg 

them- 


\ 


II. 


15. 


ons, endeavour to deſtroy ourſelves, and take 


CL. 


- themſelves in Sin, by the ſorbearanee and Bouns 
j Eccleſ. 8. ties of Providence; and becauſe || Zudement it not 
ſpeedily executed, but Peace and Plenty are conti- 


nued, have therefore their Hearts in them ſet 10 


dv Evil? We haye been oblig'd perhaps above all 


Nations under Heaven; fince the time that GOD 


choſe one Tribe of Mankind for his Peculium, as 


bove all others; and our Provocations have been 
exceeding great, and too like thoſe of that un- 
grateful People, It may be ſaid of us, as well as 


F Deut. 32. them that F Feſhuran bath maxed fat, and kicked, 
that we haue grown thick, and then lightly efteem- 


ed the Rock of our Salpation. And are grown 
worſe by the uncommon inſtances of his Favour. * 

WHAT Nation enjoys the like Liberties and 
Privileges as ours? And have not theſe been per- 


verted to a licentious Contempt of all the Princi- 


les and Duties of our Holy Religion? Have no 

en carried a Freedom of Thought and Speec 

(which duely regulated is an unalienable right of 
human Nature) to the boldeſt Inſults of the very 
Aurhority and Being of the moſt high G O D, and 
a contempt of all his Revelations and Appoint- 
ments? Hath nor a /ong continuance of Plenty at 
Home, and Succeſs Abroad. been attended with 
the loudeſt contempts of GOD, and the moſt 
fooliſh abuſes of our Selves ? Do not too many a- 
mong us trample upon paſt Bleſſings, that at the 
interval of their vouchſafement were deem d inva- 
luable, and allow themſelves to inſult the Aſhes, 
and even curſe the Succeſſes, of our moſt Glori- 


- ous Earthly BenefaQtors. Is there not a Spirit 
of Profaneneſs, Lewdneſs, Infidelity, and the 
moſt raging Malignity againſt living and power- | 


ful Religion broken looſe among us ? we 
not ſeem even prepar'd to fling away our 
Mercies, and by'unnatural Frudt and Contenti- 


the 
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1 


generally among 
ſacred Nanies are proſtituted, and Men of the moſt 
profligare Lives; and corrupt Mannery are ready to crx 


out as in our Text. The * Temple of the Lord, the Temple x v. 4. 


the Lord are theſe, and a — all che Honours and 
ivileges of Religion to themſelves? Nay, and reckon 
the Sacred Title they aſſume, will ſanctiſie the moſt impi- 
- — — — — for the — 
Things, ircumſtances, and I may fay;fri ; 
little Decorations of Religion, waſted the Power of and 
left us little more than a bare Skeleton, an empty high 
ſounding Name, without any great reality anſwering to itꝰ 
Hath not the general Plenty brought on almoſt as general 
a Coldneſs, among the moſt ſerious Profeſſors, and lovers 


of Religion? Where is that Zeal for real internal Purity 


and Holineſs, that ſincere Love to G O D, that heavenly 
Temper and Spirit, that mutual Benevolence and fervenx 
Charity, that were heretofore the Honour of the Chriſtian 
Name, and are ſo ſtrictly enjoyn d in the Goſpelof Peace, 
and ſo powerfully recommended by the Life and Example 
of our Bleſſed Saviour... * 
O H chameful Defection and Apotacy! Oh unaccount- 
able Abuſe and Profuſion of the Bounties of Heaven! 
Are theſe our returns for the aſtoniſhing Deliverances 
GOD hath heretofore work d for us, from invading Ty- 
ranny and -Falſe Religion? Is this our payment of Thanks 
for a Succeſſion of Wonders, continued ſo ma- 
ny. Years? And yet we are once more calld together by 
Providence to render Thanks for freſh Succeſſes, and 
ſome of them ſuch as have exceeded our moſt ſanguine 
Hopes, and all of them vaſtly ſurpaſs d our Deſerts. Oh 
that we may on this Day repent for our paſt Ingraxitude, 
and avoid the Character and eſcape the Doom of the 


Men in our Text! GOD forbid that any in this Aſſem- 


bly, or the Inhabitants of our Land in general, ſuou d any 
more ſay, Ve are delivered to do all theſe Abominations. 
OUR Mountain is not ſo ſtrong, as that it cannot be 
moved. * We may indeed ſay in ourſelves; that we fit 4 
Lady for ever, and that we ſhall never fit 4 4 Widow, or be © 


bereaved of Childreng butkthe Arm of Almighty Juſtice can 
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dear Conntry, and rhe very dre, Divine A, by wy 
into our Cup, and we fote d to drink them down. Let it 


* - - . x " . 
- . ? . 2 - * * 1 * wh * * * 


reach us; and daſh'our „hon it is 
eſt. Iudeed we fuffernlteady ſome of his Rebukes, 
thi time tim Atmies Abroad, have been chet k din their 
we had the and ford to tonſuk howehey may ſafely: retteut from thai 
Heart of a Kingdom, chat in our forward Iawagination was 
already Conquer d. We have felt the ſnock àlſo ur . 
nab Comvulfions at home. And what thoughtful Man hath 
been able to look upon var mutual Animoſiries and Rive, 
and our unaecoumable Diſſentions, without a Trembling, 
and indeed a bleeding Heartyand withqut careful Thought, 
what che End of theſe Things will de. In the midſt of ah 
niſhing Mercies G O D has been pleas'd to. ſhew his NOA 
and give us ſome ſolemn Warnings of his Diſpleaſure, that 
we might not ſertli ou our Lees, and perith in ſpite of all 
his merciful Meaſures for out Prefervarion. ' Sgrely it be- 
comes us on ſuch a Day ro rejoive with Tremblugꝶ, and to 


go afide and 
condemn'd- i 


expects f 
the Jud 
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ink ourſelves, how much of the Guik 
bur Text we have incur di and what GO D 
us now, that his Wrath may be averted, and. 
time bebeld at a Ui 


Nance, may ſtill be kept off, and not at laſt lay Waſte our 


our firm Reſolution, that we will no longer be guilty of 
ſuch vile Ingratitude, as to encourage ourſelves in Sin by 
the Mereies of GOD, whatever our behaviour may have 
been hererofore, in any of the inſtances above condemiſ d. 
But that we will pay our Acknowledgments to GO O, 


by humbling outſelyes'for our Sing, and breaking them 
a 


by Repentance. This wou'd render us acceptable in 
the Religious Solemnities ot the Day, and make it evident 
that we have a due value for the Mercies of GOD; and a 
juſt underftanding of che — them, upon ourſelyes. 


And we might have reaſon to 
vine Favours will not be broken off, but that 
black and diſmal in the preſem Scene of Affairs will 


pe that the eourſe of Di- 
every-T 


niſh ; GO D will ſtill delight to do us good, give us Vi- 


cory Abroad, and make our Feruſalem at Home a plenſnt 


Habitation, and a Praiſe to the very Ends of the Earth. | 
MA he grant thy of his Infinite Mercy, for the Sake c 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Honour and Glory afcrib'd, 


for Ever, Amen. 
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